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1. Rationale

At Fleetdown Primary School, the safety, wellbeing and success of our pupils sits at the heart of everything we do.
We recognise that childhood is a vital time for building relationships, developing confidence and engaging fully in
learning experiences. In recent years, the increased use of smartphones among children has raised growing
concerns around distraction, safeguarding and wellbeing. As a school, we are committed to creating a calm,
focused and nurturing environment where children can thrive without unnecessary digital pressures during the
school day.

2. Aims

This policy is designed to support pupils' wellbeing, protect them from potential online harm and ensure that
learning time remains purposeful and uninterrupted. It also reflects our commitment to promoting positive social
interaction, encouraging play and supporting children to develop strong communication skills face to face.

3. Policy Statement

From September 2026, Fleetdown Primary School will operate as a smartphone-free environment. Pupils are not
permitted to bring smartphones onto school premises. For the purposes of this policy, a smartphone is defined as
any device that can access the internet, use applications or social media, or take photographs.

We recognise that some pupils may need a mobile phone for safety when travelling to and from school. In these
circumstances, a simple, non-smart mobile phone may be brought into school. These devices must be switched
off before entering the school site and handed to the class teacher at the start of the day, where they will be stored
securely until the end of the school day.

4. Use and Misuse

Pupils must not use any mobile device at any point during the school day, including during lessons, transitions,
breaktimes or lunchtime. If a smartphone or other prohibited device is brought into school, it will be confiscated
and stored securely in the school office. In such cases, the device must be collected by a parent or carer.

Smartwatches or similar devices that enable communication, internet access or image capture are not permitted
in school.

5. Safeguarding and Wellbeing

This policy plays an important role in safeguarding our pupils. By limiting access to smartphones during the school
day, we reduce the risk of exposure to inappropriate content, cyberbullying and the misuse of images. It also helps
children to remain present, engaged and connected with those around them, supporting both their emotional
wellbeing and their readiness to learn.

6. Supporting Families



We understand that this represents a change for some families and we are committed to working in partnership
with parents and carers. We will provide guidance, information and opportunities for discussion to ensure that
families feel supported and informed as we implement this approach.

7. Exceptions and Individual Needs

In exceptional circumstances, adjustments may be made for pupils who require access to a device due to
medical, safeguarding or additional needs. Any such arrangements will be agreed on an individual basis with the
Headteacher to ensure that pupils are supported appropriately while maintaining the integrity of the policy.

8. Roles and Responsibilities

The successful implementation of this policy relies on a shared commitment across our school community. Staff
will apply the policy consistently and respectfully, pupils will be supported to understand and follow expectations,
and parents and carers are asked to reinforce these expectations at home. The Headteacher will oversee the
policy and ensure it is reviewed regularly.

9. Monitoring and Review

The impact of this policy will be reviewed regularly to ensure it continues to meet the needs of our pupils and
school community. This will include consideration of behaviour, wellbeing and feedback from pupils, staff and
parents.

10. Conclusion

At Fleetdown Primary School, we believe that every child deserves a safe, happy and focused school experience.
By creating a smartphone-free environment, we are taking a positive step towards protecting childhood,
supporting wellbeing and enabling every pupil to flourish.

Date for review: September 2027



